(2319)

inftituendo diffectionesy catellarum imprimis valds juvenum, &e-
adrei certitudinem majorem,

Seaventhly, from Germany we are inform’d, thatin the
Univerfity of Fena in Upper Saxony, one Mr. Weighelins,
Profeffor of the Mathematicks there, hath invented feves
ral ingenious Inftruments and Engins; As firft, an Aftro-
nomical one, which he calls 4ffrodiéticum, by the means
whereof very many perfons fhall be able at one and the
fame time to behold one aud the fame Star.  Secondly,
Anexceeding great Globe of the Werld, capab'e of ten per-
fons to fitin itall atonce, and tobehold the motions of
the celeftial Bodics, &e. Thirdly, Anedd Bridge, ora knd
of Stairs, by which aman (hall defcend and yer realiybe
raifed upward, and going as "twere upon a plair fhall,frem
alower, by g-ntly{ubfiding, arrive to an upper ftory.ege,
Ofthefe and other particulars, faid to be in partalready
done, andin part defign’d by the {aid Mathematician, we
hope we tfhall in time obtain a more fatisfaGory acs
compft,

The Extrail of a Letter writtenby Mr. John Ray to the Pub-
lifber fromMidlzton, July 3. 1671, concerning Spontancous
Generation 5 As a fo fome Infeéls fmelling of Muskii

Ser, '

S to the particulars contain’d in your Letter, T well re~

A memb:r, that Mr.' Liffer did, a gond while fi ce,
writeme his opinion concerning Vegetable Fxcrejcercies,
and the Infeltstherein bred ard harboured 5 burthe Let-
ter containing that D:fcourfe I have not at prefent bv me,
it being fent away ina bund'e of other Letters and papers
into Effex. 1 have therefore writ-
ten to him to defire him,to take the * The Reader s L ke tofind
pains himfelf to fend vou his f-f,’:”ﬁ}-[fi?:&;,' ]
thoughts upon that fubject. *

Whether there be any Spontaneous or Anomalous Gene-
ration of Animals, as hath been the conftantopinion of
Naruralifts heretcfore, Ithink there is good reafon to
queftion, It feems to me at prefent moft probable, thae
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there is no fuch thing ; but that even all Infe@s are the
natuaral iffue of parents of the fame fpecies with them{elves.
F. Red: hath gone a good way in proving this, having
_ cleared the point concerning ge-
co"mporf»fzg?g?féﬁ"fnﬁ,,ﬁ;j neration ex materia putrida,* But fill
65.p. 24350 there remain two great d:fliculties.
The firft is,tc give an accompt of the
production of Infelts bred in the By-fruits and Excrefcens
cies of Vegetables,which the faid Red: doub:s not to afcribe
to the Vegerative Soul of the Plant that yields thofe Ex-
crefcencies. But for this Irefer you to Mr. Lzffer,  The fe-
candy to render an accompt of Infeéts bred in the Bodies of
other animals. Thope fhortly to be able to give you an ac-
compt of the Gereration of fome of thofe Infects, which
have been thought tobe [pontaneous, and vvhich feem as
aunlikely as any to be after the Ordinary and Ufual vvay.
Offuchan Infe, as you mention, feeding upon Ka-
nunculus, vvhich vvhen dried yields a Musky fcent, Ihave
no knowledge. Ican at prefent call to mind but two
{orts of Infelts that I have feen,which {mel of Musk. The
one is like the common Capricornus or Goat-chafery which is
mention’d by all Naturalifts that vvrite of Infe&s, and
vvhich {mels fo ftrong of that perfume,that you may fcent
itata good diftance as itflies by, or fits ncaryou. The o-
ther is a {mall fort of Bee, vvhich in the South and Eaft-
parts of England is frequently to be met withalin Gardens
among flowers in Spring-time. I remember, they vvere
very plentiful in Sir Edw. Duke’s Tulip-Garden, vvhen the
Tulips lowred.  Sir Edwardis now dead s his houfe was
not far from Saexmundbam in Suffol s the name of the Pas
i1th T have forgot,
1 have by me the Defeription and Anatomy of a Porpefs
(vvhich fith T happily met vvithal
* Whenthis fhall cometo 50 177, @ Chefley ) in vvhich there are
hand, we intend to commu- J J , .
picate it tothe Curious,the fome particalars, thatI find notin
ingenious Author permit-  the Defcriptions of Kondeletius or
tag it others, which, if you pleafe, I fhall
fend you *. I reft, &o.
An



